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Inside this issue: 

As we enjoy the extra holiday this month and celebrate the Queen’s 60 
years on the throne the BBKA is planning to present Her Majesty with 
a special gift.   
 
The BBKA presented 50 jars of prize winning 
honey to the Queen in celebration of her 50 
year jubilee.  The Association plans  to mark 
her 60 years on the throne by presenting her 
with some fine beeswax candles. 
 
Associations have been invited to donate a 
small quantity of clean wax which will be 
pooled with other donations and used to 
produce cast candles.  These will be suitably boxed and presented with 
a loyal address.  Andy Willis, prize winning candle-maker at the 2011 
National Honey Show, has generously accepted the task of preparing 
the wax and making the candles.  Every Association which contributes 
will be mentioned in the address and it is hoped that as many as 
possible will take part.  So if you can provide a small quantity of prize 
winning beeswax (50—100gms) to produce a gift fit for a queen, 
please send your donation to me no later than 07 June.  
 
The names of all the particpating Associations will be listed on the 
BBKA web-site. 
 
Graham Elliott 
‘Robins Croft’, Chalk Road, Ifold, Loxwood, Billingshurst, West Sussex, 
RH14 0UB 
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Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 19th June - Beekeepers’ Bring & Buy Barbecue.  A summer social evening.  Meeting at 
the Boxgrove Village Hall, The Street, Boxgrove, 7:30pm.   
Further details from Christine Stevens: secretary @ chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s web-
site: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 9th & 30th June, Wednesday 20th June - 
Apiary meeting at Dounhurst Farm, Wisborough Green.  Satur-
day meetings - Beginners & Intermediate at 12:00, Advanced at 
2:30pm.  Wednesday meeting starts at 6:30pm for all abilities. 

Thursday 14th June - Bee Health & Disease Recognition 
workshops (now fully booked).   

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or 
website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 2nd & Tuesday 5th June - Queen Rearing at 12 midday.   

Wednesday 27th June -   Midsummer Picnic at Holts Farm out-apiary.  6pm. 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

Nucs for Sale 

If you are interested in buying nucs from a local beekeeper, contact Maarten Boers  on maarten-
boers1@hotmail.com  
 
 

 
A hat was found in the Sussex Restaurant at Brinsbury after the Auction on 14th April.  So if you think 
this article may be yours please contact me at grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or telephone 01403 752493. 
 
Graham 

Lost & Found 



UK Natural Beekeeping Conference 2012 

More from Moore - The Lull Before The Storm (or swarm!) 

The South of England Show takes place this month at the Ardingly showground near 
Haywards Heath.  Visit the show’s website:  www.southofenglandshow.org.uk  for fur-
ther details. 

As usual a number of members will be involved in the Honey Tent so do come along to 
view the observation hives, demonstrations with live bees or to chat to fellow BBKA 
members. 
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South of England Agricultural Society Show 7th - 9th June 

 
Following its event under canvas in 2011, the Natural Beekeeping Alliance has announced this year’s 
event, which will be held at Emerson College, Forest Row, East Sussex from 10th - 12th August under 
the title: The Future of Beekeeping. 
 
Organized this year by the Natural Beekeeping Trust based in Sharpthorne, West Sussex this will be an 
opportunity for all 'natural beekeepers' to get together and listen to speakers such as Heidi Hermann, 
David Heaf, Paddy Imhof, John Haverson, Thomas Radetzki, Johannes Wirz, and Giulia Holland. 
 
As well as the speakers, there will be a range of workshops, which can be booked in advance. 
 
The provisional programme and booking form is available to download from 
www.naturalbeekeepingalliance.org 

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
These notes are billed as me sharing my thoughts from my apiary in West Sussex.  They are intended to 
give you some idea of what is going on in my bee-related world.  I have to confess that in the latter part of 
May I began to wonder myself just what was going on. 
 
The first half of May continued the miserable weather of April (now hard to believe as I write this on a 
hot, still sunny summer’s day).  We battled to do our regular bee inspections in temperatures that were 
far from ideal for opening hives, but felt we must do them, as we didn’t want things to get out of control.  
Just as well, as it turns out.  For some reason a far higher proportion of the hives than normal started 
making swarming preparations.  Maybe it was congestion, with so little foraging weather.  The point was 
made very well on 11th May when we were called to three swarms on the same day, two of which came 
from the hives of beekeepers.  It seems a lot of people decided not to touch their hives in the poor 
weather, and have learnt to their cost that it was a bad decision.  Still we ticked along, taking out nucs  
 
Continues 



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 
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For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 

Continued 
 
 

where necessary (our preferred method of swarm control) and that 
initial flurry of swarming seemed to be over. 
 
On the weekend of 19th and 20th May we had a honey stall at the 
Floral Fringe Fair at Bignor Park, selling our own honey as well as 
other bee-related goods from some other Wisborough Green mem-
bers.   We also took a Virtual Hive and some educational material to 
promote beekeeping.  It was a tiring but successful weekend with no 
rain, good sales, and a number of members from all three West Sus-
sex BKA Divisions turning up for some friendly chat.  Thankfully no 
swarm calls all weekend.  Little did we know what was in store! 
 
On Monday the weather improved dramatically, and for the next 
four days all hell was let loose.  It seemed as if every colony of bees in West Sussex, and particularly the 
feral colonies, decided to swarm in those four days.  I am sure that many of you reading this were caught 
up in the swarm storm.  Our own checks, scheduled for Monday and easily accomplished in a day, were 
not finished until late Wednesday due to the number of calls, and on Thursday alone I took nine calls, 
though was only able to attend three locations.  I really dreaded the phone ringing.  When not running 
around after swarms I was up till eleven at night making up frames for those I was unable to pass on else-
where.  At least it was a chance to educate a lot of people a bit about bees, not least the gang of youths 
who had thrown their football at a huge swarm in a Midhurst park and dislodged it to the ground (and 
whose first concern was that I return the football to them from among the bees). 
 
Next month I hope to be reporting on more normal beekeeping..... 
 

Tom 
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Our stand at the Floral Fringe Fair, Bignor 
Park  


